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Winner
Macquarie
University Central
Courtyard
North Ryde, NSW

Client – Macquarie University Office of
Major Projects
Landscape Architect (and entry
submission) – Hassell Ltd
Principal Engineer – Northrop
Principal Contractor – Coordinated
Landscapes (Stage 1) – 
Carfax (Stage 2)
Specialist Concrete Contractor – Solid
Concreting
Main Concrete Supplier – C and M
Brick

Overview
The original Macquarie University
Central Courtyard was designed in
1964 as the University’s iconic public
space.

It was intended to be a simple space,
a grid of Corymbia (Eucalyptus)
citriodora (Lemon Scented Gums) set
in a turf plane and framed by
administrative and student services
buildings, lecture rooms and a library. 

The recent upgrade of the Courtyard
caters for a proposed increase in
student numbers by providing a
durable and easily maintained
surface, while at the same time
enhancing the health of the trees that
make it such a significant space. 

An assessment of site constraints at
the beginning of the project concluded
that maintaining a large turf area was
no longer viable. The solution was a
pavement of permeable concrete unit
pavers. 

Because it was not possible to
excavate below existing ground levels
without seriously impacting on the
viability of the trees, a low (190mm)
raised plinth was constructed in the
space originally planted with turf. The
plinth was paved with the permeable
concrete unit pavers, which allow air
and moisture to the tree roots. 

This design solution has actually
enhanced the health of the trees while
still allowing unimpeded access to the
surface of the plinth. 

Judges Comments
In a reversal of the norm, through
careful selection of porous units and
laying techniques, the new concrete
pavement of this project actually
sustains the trees of this established
urban forest, protecting them from the
impact of intense pedestrian use on a
busy campus. 

sustainable design



Commendation
Victorian College of
the Arts
Melbourne, Vic

Client – The University of Melbourne
Landscape Architect (and entry
submission) – Coomes Consulting
Group
Principal Engineer – Coomes
Consulting Group
Principal Contractor – McDonald Keen
Group
Specialist Concrete Contractor –
McDonald Keen Group

Overview
The Victorian College of the Arts
occupies a prominent position on St
Kilda Rd, inner Melbourne’s most
significant boulevard.

Stage One of a Landscape Master
Plan to upgrade the College frontage
includes the interface with the
Elisabeth Murdoch Building (the

College’s administration building). 

The heritage status of this building
and landscape are reflected in the
design. A series of bluestone bands
running parallel to the building
frontages sets up the framework, tying
the entire frontage together. 

Insitu exposed aggregate concrete
paving provides a contrasting but
complementary infill to the bluestone
grid and was chosen for the range of
texture and colour possible, its slip
resistance, cost effectiveness, and
ease of laying to the required falls to
direct storm water run-off in small
catchments.

Contrasting plain concrete has been
used for display plinths, rain garden
walls and garden bed edging. This
concrete component is Boral
Envirocrete, containing a recycled
concrete aggregate.

Elsewhere on site, stainless steel
grates highlight subsurface movement
of the water. At each piped inlet to the

rain gardens a custom designed spout
articulates the water’s arrival and
delivers water just below pavement
level. 

Judges Comments
The jury appreciated a number of
aspects of this project, a rain garden
in a highly visible frontage to a major
urban thoroughfare. Not only does it
incorporate recycled material, but
pavements harvest and redirect storm
water into its gardens, and educates
through the involvement of school
children in its making.
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Entries 1 Januburu Six Seasons WA – UDLA (Urban
Design+Landscape Architecture)

2 Hastings Street Streetscape QLD –
Sunshine Coast Regional Council

3 K2 Apartments, Windsor VIC – DesignInc
Melbourne

4 Nicholson Street Mall VIC – Hassell Ltd

5 Calder Woodburn Rest Area VIC – BKK
Architects

6 SRWP Pump Stations QLD – Woodhead
7 Perth Zoo Orang-Utan Enclosure WA –

Iredale Pedersen Hook Architects
8 Perrinepod WA – Perrine Architecture
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Entries 9 Guildford Laneway NSW – Parramatta City
Council

10 Northshore Riverside Park QLD – Conics
(Brisbane) Pty Ltd

11 Southwest 1 and Berrinba Wetlands QLD –
Logan City Council

12 National Foods VIC – EDAW/AECOM
13 Sam Fiszman Park NSW – MWA and 360°

in collaboration

14 Sturt Park Shared Footpath & Cycleway
NSW – Broken Hill City Council

15 Wetland 5 NSW – Aspect Studios Pty Ltd
16 Lakeway Drive-In Redevelopment WA –

Hassell Ltd
17 Cockburn Central Regional Centre-Town

Square WA – Plan (E) Landscape
Architects

18 Malvern Springs Village Square WA –
Plan E

19 St Kilda Promenade VIC – Site Office &
Jackson Clements Burrows

20 Kings Beach Redevelopment QLD –
Guymer Bailey Architects

21 New Park at the Former Water Police Site
NSW – Aspect Studios Pty Ltd

22 Manea College Landscape Works - Urbis
Pty Ltd
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NSW
New Park at the
Former Water
Police Site

Client – City of Sydney Council
Landscape Architect (and entry
submission) – Aspect Studios Pty Ltd
Architect – Hill Thalis Architecture +
Urban Projects Pty Ltd
Principal Engineer – Connell
Wagner/TLB Engineering (Marine)
Artist – Architects of Arcadia
(Playground Design)
Principal Contractor – Ford Civil
Contracting
Specialist Concrete Contractor –
McEwan Concreting
Main Concrete Supplier – (Precast)
Hanson Precast

state winners

ACT
National Portrait
Gallery

Client – National Portrait Gallery
Landscape Architect – Johnson Pilton
Walker
Architect – Johnson Pilton Walker
Principal Engineer – ARUP
Principal Contractor – John Holland
Group
Specialist Concrete Contractor –
Belconnen Concrete
Main Concrete Supplier – Boral
Entry Submission – Johnson Pilton
Walker and John Holland Group
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QLD
General Purpose
North 4

Client – Properties & Facilities,
University of Queensland
Landscape Architect – EDAW/AECOM
Architect (and entry submission) –
Richard Kirk Architect
Principal Engineer – Bornhorst & Ward
Principal Contractor – Watpac Pty Ltd
Specialist Concrete Contractor –
(Formwork) Bosform
Main Concrete Supplier – Hanson

SA
City Playspace

Client – Adelaide City Council
Landscape Architect (and entry
submission) – Taylor Cullity Lethlean
Principal Engineer – FMG Koukourou
Artist – Andrew Stock, Gerry Wedd
and Ryan Sims
Principal Contractor – CATCON/Glenn
Industries
Main Concrete Supplier – Glenn
Industries

state winners
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VIC
Geelong Youth
Activities Area,
Waterfront Geelong

Client – City of Greater Geelong
Landscape Architect – Convic Design
Pty Ltd
Principal Engineer – Cardon Grogan
Richards
Principal Contractor – Canteri Bros.
Pty Ltd
Entry Submission – City of Greater
Geelong and Convic Design Pty Ltd

WA
Bunbury Coastal
Enhancement
Project Stage 3

Client – City of Bunbury
Landscape Architect (and entry
submission) – Hassell Ltd
Principal Engineer – GHD
Principal Contractor – Environmental
Industries Pty Ltd
Specialist Concrete Contractor –
Belingheri - Panuccio Concrete
Main Concrete Supplier – Belingheri -
Panuccio Concrete

state winners
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TAS
North Hobart
Central Area
Revitalisation-
Pedestrian
Crossing

Client (and entry submission) – Hobart
City Council
Principal Engineer – Hobart City
Council – Professional Services
Artist – Watermark Pottery
Principal Contractor – Hobart City
Council – Civic Solutions
Specialist Concrete Contractor –
Precast Tasmania Pty Ltd
Main Concrete Supplier – Boral CMG

The quality and diversity of entries in
the 2009 Public Domain Awards has
yet again highlighted the significance
and prestige with which these Awards
are held by Australian landscape
architects, engineers, contractors,
developers and civic representatives.

CCAA wishes to thank all parties who
nominated, or were involved with, the
projects submitted. While the scale
and geographic range of projects
varied, the commitment to using
concrete creatively - and well - was
common to all.

While only brief overviews can be
included in this Awards issue, we
hope to cover a number of the
projects in greater depth in future
editions. Indeed, some of the projects
included here have already featured in
earlier editions of The Public Domain.

We also wish to express our
appreciation for the quality of the
entry submissions, as much of the
material has been used as the basis
for this publication.

Finally, our thanks once again to this
year’s judges - Professor Catherin Bull
of the University of Melbourne; Peter
Poulet, Tasmanian State Architect; and
Scott Taylor, Director of Terrain
Consultants in Brisbane. Their
experience and commitment to the
judging process lends great weight to
the Awards and its outcomes.

The next Public Domain Awards will
be held in 2011 - more information
on the entry process will be available
next year. In the meantime, we ask
that you keep the Awards in mind for
forthcoming projects.

At the same time, CCAA offers its
ongoing support to concrete users in
the process of innovation and the
pursuit of technical excellence. CCAA
Construction Solutions staff are
located in most capital cities. The
Association’s web site -
www.ccaa.com.au - is also at your
disposal as an unparalleled source of
concrete related information.

state winners
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Paths Winner
Marine Biological Station Park
Watson’s Bay Sydney, NSW
Client - Sydney Harbour Federation Trust
Designer - ASPECT Studios

Paths Commendation
Glebe Foreshore Walk
Glebe, NSW
Client - City of Sydney
Designer - Anton James Design & Mather
and Associates

Precincts Winner
Maddern Square Footscray
Melbourne, VIC
Client - City of Maribyrnong
Designer - rush/wright associates

Paths Commendation
Cairns Esplanade Skatepark
Cairns, Qld
Client - Cairns City Council
Designer - Convic Design

information

SYDNEY OFFICE
Level 6, 504 Pacific Highway
St Leonards NSW Australia 2065
POSTAL ADDRESS
Locked Bag 2010
St Leonards NSW 1590
TELEPHONE (61 2) 9437 9711
FACSIMILE (61 2) 9437 9470

BRISBANE OFFICE 
Level 14, IBM Building 
348 Edward Street 
Brisbane QLD 4000
TELEPHONE (61 7) 3831 3288
FACSIMILE (61 7) 3839 6005

MELBOURNE OFFICE
2nd Floor, 1 Hobson Street 
South Yarra VIC 3141
TELEPHONE (61 3) 9825 0200
FACSIMILE (61 3) 9825 0222

PERTH OFFICE
45 Ventnor Avenue 
West Perth WA 6005 
TELEPHONE (61 8) 9389 4452
FACSIMILE (61 8) 9389 4451

ADELAIDE OFFICE
PO Box 229
Fullarton SA 5063
TELEPHONE (61 8) 8274 3758

Premixed Concrete & 
Extractive Industries Office 
PO Box 243
Henley Beach SA 5022
TELEPHONE (61 8) 8243 2505
FACSIMILE (61 8) 8125 5822

TASMANIAN OFFICE
PO Box 246
Sheffield TAS 7306
TELEPHONE (61 3) 6491 1509
FACSIMILE (61 3) 6491 2529

WEBSITE www.ccaa.com.au
EMAIL info@ccaa.com.au

EDITOR
Carol Moir

DESIGN 
workstation9

PRINTING
The Printing Department

DISCLAIMER – CCAA is a not for profit
organisation sponsored by the cement,
concrete and extractive industries in
Australia to provide information on the
many uses of cement and concrete. This
publication is produced by CCAA for that
purpose. Since the information provided is
intended for general guidance only and in
no way replaces the services of
professional consultants on particular
projects, no legal liability can be accepted
by CCAA for its use.

CCAA respects your privacy. Your details
have been collected to provide information
on our activities, publications and services.
From time to time your details may be
made available to third party organisations
who comply with the Privacy Act such as
affiliated associations, sponsors of events
and other reputable organisations whose
services we think you may find of interest. 
If you do not wish to receive information
from CCAA or wish to be taken off the
database please write to the Privacy
Officer, CCAA, Locked Bag 2010, St
Leonards, NSW, 1590.
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